
By 
Engr. Aliyu Aziz Abubakar 

Director General / CEO, NIMC 
For 

ID4Africa Forum & Expo 
Kigali Serena Hotel 

Kigali, Rwanda 
24th – 26th May, 2016

Digital Identity: The Promise for Nigeria



2

OUTLINE

1. Background 

2. The ID Situation – Past, Present, Future 

3. The Promise of Digital Identity 

4. Constraints 

5. The Road Ahead 

6. Key NIMS Vendors



33

1. THE NATION - NIGERIA

~371 
ethnic 
groups

~500 
languages

~187m 
citizens 

+ residents

37 
states & 

774 
LGAs
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Disparate databases 

held by many 

agencies 

Lack of uniform 
standards for identity 

management

Easily faked ID 

documentation

No Interoperability

No centralized 
identity database

Card Issuance 
mistaken for Identity 

Management

2. THE ID SITUATION - THE PAST

What it used to be



55

2. THE ID SITUATION  -  THE PRESENT

What NIMC’s Does

Managing the unique identities of every 
individual living in Nigerian Regulating the Nigerian identity sector
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2. THE ID SITUATION – THE PRESENT

NIMC’s Passion

TRUST

Dependability Accessibility Transparency Integrity
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2. THE ID SITUATION – THE PRESENT

What We Offer

Identity 

Single point of 

truth for person 

identity

Database 

Trusted database 

with de-

duplication

Certificates 

Digital certificates 

powered by PKI

Doc Signing 

Document signing 

powered by PKI

MoC 

Match-on-Card 

using unique 

biometrics for 

authentication
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2. THE ID SITUATION – THE PRESENT

What We Offer

NIN

Voters  
Card by  
INEC

Drivers 
License by  
FRSC

Tax 
Certificate 

by FIRS

SIM registration 
By NCC

Pension registration 
By PENCOM

BVN number 
By CBN

*Also includes Vital Registration by NpopC, 
International Passport by NIS, security agencies, 
banks, and other registries 

*NIN mean National Identification Number
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2. THE ID SITUATION



3. THE PROMISE OF DIGITAL IDENTITY

Means of 
identification for 
EVERY Nigerian 
citizen & legal 

resident

Elimination of  
wastages and 

leakages through 
support of shared 

services
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3. THE PROMISE OF DIGITAL IDENTITY

Cost of governance 
by eliminating 
duplication of 

efforts

Efficiency in social 
safety schemes
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3. THE PROMISE OF DIGITAL IDENTITY

Threat of identity 
theft & cases of 

mistaken identities
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Fight against 
individuals being 
socially excluded 
from their rights



3. THE PROMISE OF DIGITAL IDENTITY

National security & 
public safety 

through 
identification & 

verification services
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Valuable 
demographic 
information for 

effective planning 
& decision making



3. THE PROMISE OF DIGITAL IDENTITY

Timely and 
effective delivery/
access to public 

services

Payroll savings 
through elimination 

of public sector 
ghost workers & 

duplicate identities
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3. THE PROMISE OF DIGITAL IDENTITY

Ease of banking 
through KYC
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Ease of portability of 
services across the 

country



3. THE PROMISE OF DIGITAL IDENTITY

Consumer services 
(e.g. credit/loans) 

industry because of 
person identity 

verification 
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Revenue 
generation for the 

Federal 
Government

Tax collection & 
enforcement

Financial inclusion
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4. KEY CONSTRAINTS

Harmonisation of existing legacy databases

Enforcement of the mandatory use of the NIN

Low level of local expertise

Inadequate/slow funding

Public cynicism towards the NIMS

Coordination of multiple NIMS vendors

Capacity building of staff

Interoperability & standardisation issues

Proprietary technology
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Aggregate & 
harmonize existing 
legacy identity 
databases

Deploy 
authentication & 
verification 
infrastructure 
nationwide

Enforce mandatory 
use of NIN before 
access to 
government services

Expose APIs for 
entrepreneurs to 
create marketable 
products

Collaborations with 
ECOWAS & similar 
organizations to 
utilize the card

5. THE ROAD AHEAD

Use of ID to 
enhance electoral 
process



Front end Back end

Payment

Cards

Backend

Others
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Local Content… Global Solutions…

6. KEY NIMS VENDORS
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Thank You


